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Dr. Stephan Weng takes over as Chairman of the Board of Management of Preh GmbH on July 1, 2020. He succeeds Christoph Hummel, who resigned from his post for health reasons. Dr. Michael Roesnick will continue to hold the position of CEO on an interim basis until Weng joins the company. Weng was most recently COO of the automotive supplier BCS-Automotive Interface Solutions; before that he held management positions at Getrag and Knorr-Bremse, among others. Weng, who holds a degree in engineering and industrial engineering, also has many years of experience in the Asian automotive markets, particularly in management positions at the Bosch Group. The Preh Group will thus be led in future by Weng as CEO, as well as Rui Marques Dias (CFO), Jochen Ehrenberg (CTO) and Zhengxin Cai (COO).Stephan Weng© Preh
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Brose has brought together its development, production and administration activities in India on one site in Hinjewadi, Pune. Around 480 people work at the facility, which covers an area of roughly 16,000 m². In the future, sensor technology will be added to the company\'s products and this will be combined with software to create intelligent solutions. Brose expects to see average growth of 20 % per year in India in the period up to 2025, which amounts to double the growth rate of the local market. \"In the future, we want to offer the entire Brose portfolio - with additional products for vehicle access and interiors as well as electric motors and drives,\" explains Vasanth Kamath, President Brose India.The new Brose site in Pune (India)© Brose
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Eight consortium partners from industry and science want to jointly establish a European network for research and development in the field of production of modern lithium-based battery cells. The goal of LiPLANET (Li-Ion Pilot Lines Network), which is funded by the EU Commission for two years and lead by TU Braunschweig, is to accelerate the industrial series production of modern battery technologies and strengthen the EU\'s position in the battery cell market. The agenda includes the creation of a legal framework and the establishment of an exchange platform for knowledge and data as a basis for cooperation between industry, science and pilot lines. In addition, the development of a standard for the qualification of pilot lines and the development of a roadmap to support the implementation of industrial series production are planned.A battery cell, manufactured in the Battery LabFactory of TU Braunschweig© Marisol Glasserman \| TU Braunschweig
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Volvo Cars has inaugurated a battery assembly hall at its plant in Ghent (Belgium). Production of the first all-electric XC40 Recharge P8 AWD model will commence at the site later this year. The Ghent plant will provide other production facilities with important insights into process optimization and efficiency. The Swedish manufacturer currently employs around 6500 people there. \"As the first Volvo plant with a battery assembly line, Ghent is playing a pioneering role. We are preparing our entire production network for electrification,\" said Geert Bruyneel, Head of Global Production at Volvo Cars. Volvo\'s US plant near Charleston in the state of South Carolina is to be expanded to include its own battery production facility as early as fall 2020.Test operation of the battery assembly in the Ghent plant© Volvo
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The Supervisory Board of BMW AG has appointed Frank Weber as a new member of the Board of Management. Weber will assume responsibility for the development department on July 01, 2020, succeeding Klaus Fröhlich, who will retire at the age of 60 after more than 30 years with the company. The mechanical engineer joined the BMW Group in 2011 as Head of Complete Vehicle and is currently responsible for the Rolls-Royce and BMW premium class product lines. He previously held various management positions at other automobile manufacturers - mainly in the area of development.Frank Weber© BMW
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A Feat of Strength {#Sec7}
------------------

Covid-19 has hit our society and our economy hard. The virus has changed the world and our lives at a speed that no one would have thought possible just a few weeks ago. These changes are giving us the opportunity to think about the actions that we take on a national and an international level.**Dr. Johannes Liebl** Editor in Charge ATZ \| MTZ \| ATZelectronics

By relocating production facilities to other countries we have been able to manufacture goods more cheaply. But this makes us dependent. The coronavirus has shown us that we need to think very carefully about which products we manufacture outside our own country and which we consciously choose not to. Because in the future every country needs to be in the position to ensure that it has its own emergency supplies.

The economy of Germany, which is a major export nation, has been put into an induced coma. The government is helping to safeguard jobs and protect businesses by providing financial support. These measures are in part possible because the automotive industry, which has often been the subject of criticism, has put a lot of money into the public coffers in the past by means of its products and its jobs. The taxes the industry has paid on its considerable profits over recent years are making an important contribution to the financial aid.

In Chinese, \"weiji\" means crisis and \"jihui\" means opportunity. Both share the sign \"ji\" for \"moment,\" \"opportunity,\" or \"chance\". The fact that every crisis can also present an opportunity is well known, and not just in China. China will continue to transform itself and will emerge even stronger. But we must make sure that this does not lead to our companies being sold off. After the slowdown we need to pick up speed again in order to minimize the impact of the problems caused by the setbacks. Our businesses need to rediscover their innovative ability and act judiciously. We can look forward to an unprecedented feat of strength.
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FPT Industrial has announced the full acquisition of Potenza Technology, a company specializing in the design and development of electric and hybrid electric drive systems. Potenza Technology, based in Coventry (UK), has two decades of expertise in powertrain technology and in functional safety engineering, battery management systems for traction battery packs, and electrical and electronic system design and development. \"Thanks to the sustainability benefits of electrification, the powertrain industry needs to focus on this area to meet the challenges of making the technology usable for all potential applications,\" says Annalisa Stupenengo, CEO of FPT Industrial.Annalisa Stupenengo© FTP Industrial
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Kia Motors Europe has a new President. Won-Jeong Jeong will be responsible for the brand\'s European activities. In this function, he will also oversee the introduction of the new brand identity in Europe, with which Kia intends to strengthen its visibility in powertrain electrification. This is an important pillar of the medium to long-term corporate strategy \"Plan S\" with which Kia aims to achieve a leading role in the automotive industry. Jeong can rely on his experience in the automotive value chain and in Kia\'s international activities to drive the company\'s conversion to electric vehicles and mobility solutions.Won-Jeong Jeong© Kia
